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BOOK REVIEWS 

Imperial Germany and the industrial revolution. By Thorstein Veblen. 
(New York: Macmillan company, London: Macmillan and company, 
limited, 1915. 324 p. $1.50) 

In the present volume Mr. Veblen has put students of economic his- 
tory in his debt by his keen analysis of the forces which have produced 
modern imperial Germany. The first two chapters deal with the eth- 
nology and early culture of the Germanic peoples ; chapter iv deals with 
the industrial growth of England ; while the remaining five chapters dis- 
cuss the recent development of Germany. This development, according 
to the author, is marked by several distinctive features and will lead — 
indeed has led — to results very different from those that may be ex- 
pected in England or the United States. 

When the present era in the history of Germany set in, about the sec- 
ond quarter of the nineteenth century, she was far behind her neighbors, 
especially England. Industrially, she was still in the handicraft stage, 
politically she was a feudal state, and her social and legal institutions 
were equally belated. The changes that have occurred in Germany be- 
ginning with this period are referred by Mr. Veblen to two sets of agen- 
cies: what he calls "the received scheme of use and wont," and the new 
state of the industrial arts, of which the former is the conservative and 
the latter the transforming force. United Germany came under the 
leadership of the most archaic of the several states that coalesced to form 
the empire, and has received from Prussia a thoroughly dynastic and 
military spirit. Institutionally the German people have been subjected 
to a coercive and centralized control which has held them in an antiquated 
scheme of use and wont, the keynote of which is obedience, discipline, 
thrift, and similar characteristics. The community has been a rather 
pliant instrument in the hands of the Hohernzollern state, and has been 
kept in order and held to its allegiance by war and the fear of war. "A 
military organization in war is a servile organization in peace" (p. 78). 

On the other hand Germany borrowed from her industrially more ad- 
vanced neighbors the whole technological apparatus of the modern in- 
dustrial arts in their latest perfection. England, which had been the 
first to introduce the new methods, had meantime developed certain hab- 
its of wasteful extravagance, class antagonisms, and lack of adjustment. 
But Germany, superimposing these highly efficient methods of production 
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upon an archaic political and social organization, which was character- 
ized by thrift, obedience, and industry, was able to secure a large surplus. 
In England this surplus was being wasted in sport and what Mr. Veblen 
calls "conspicuous waste," namely useless and luxurious expenditure. 
In Germany, where a parasitic leisure class had not had time to develop, 
the ambitions of the ruling classes were able to divert this surplus into 
war expenditure. This is one reason why Germany has been able to af- 
ford the expensive luxury of militarism; she has spent on preparedness 
what she might have spent on sport. 

In order to carry out this military purpose the economic system of the 
country has been controlled at every point. The railway system, ship- 
ping, and especially tariff legislation have been used to make Germany 
self-sufficient, and to maximize her fighting capacity. The mercantilistic 
trade policy has had a considerable share in provoking antagonism be- 
tween Germany and her neighbors. In a final chapter on the net gain 
from such a policy Mr. Veblen concludes that it has resulted rather 
in a net loss to the average German citizen ; the gain, if any, belongs to 
the ruling dynasty. 

It is impossible in a brief review to convey an adequate notion even 
of the main thesis of the book ; and no reference can be made to the many 
incisive criticisms and keen analyses of the present industrial regime. 
The book is broader than its title. As an economic interpretation of Ger- 
man imperialism it is unique and timely. Those familiar with the au- 
thor's former works will wish to read it for its own sake. 

B. L. BOGABT 

Christopher Columbus. By Mildred Stapley. [True stories of great 
Americans.] (New York: Maemillan company, 1915. 240 p. $.50) 

Having begun her preface with a very brief survey of the critical 
studies dealing with the life and work of Christopher Columbus which 
have been made within the last thirty years, the author states the object 
of the present volume. "Of all this learned and painstaking investiga- 
tion very little has appeared in English." Necessarily, then, the concep- 
tions of Columbus which are commonly held are incorrect, and even fan- 
tastic. The current books look upon the great discoverer as one who 
alone in the world "had scientific wisdom, that he had formed a theory 
of sailing west in order to reach India ; and that, in his search for India 
in 1492, he accidentally came upon the outlying islands of North Amer- 
ica." "It is to show how erroneous and inconsistent this old legend is, 
and properly and sympathetically to relate Columbus to his period and 
its influences, that the present story is offered to young Americans." 

The author disclaims any attempt to set forth anything not already 



